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Engaging Academic Social Scientists in Government Policy
Making and Delivery

Monday 6 June, 1.00 pm to 4.00 pm

Wolfson Auditorium, British Academy, 10-11 Carlton House Terrace, London, SW1Y 5AH

Programme

12:30: Registration and Coffee

13:00: Welcome

o Sir Adam Roberts (President of the British Academy)

13:05: Opening Session (Chair: Sir John Beddington)

e Sir John Beddington (Government Chief Scientific Adviser)

o Jenny Dibden (Joint Head of Government Social Research Service)

e Professor Paul Boyle (Chief Executive of Economic and Social Research Council
(ESRQC))

e Sir Adam Roberts (President of the British Academy)

Speaking on how social science impacts on, and the importance of involving academic
social scientists in, government decision making,.




13:40: Experiences of working with government (Chair: Professor Paul Boyle)

e Paul Johnson, Director of the Institute for Fiscal Studies.

* Professor Philip Lowe, Professor of Rural Economy, University of Newcastle, and
Director of the Rural Economy and Land Use Programme.

e Professor Nick Pidgeon, Professor of Environmental Psychology, University of
Cardiff, and Director of the Understanding Risk Research Group.

* Professor Helen Roberts, General Adolescent and Paediatrics Unit, University
College London, and non-executive director of the National Institute for Health
and Clinical Excellence (NICE).

e Sharon Witherspoon, Deputy Director of the Nuffield Foundation, and in charge
of research in social science and social policy.

These speakers will share their experiences of working with government and take
questions.

14:30: Coffee

15:00: Good practice in engagement (Chair: Jenny Dibden)

Open discussion session on the following themes:

Q1: What do you think government should be doing more of to increase the influence
of your research and expertise on government policy making and delivery?

Q2: What do you think the academic social science community should be doing more
of to have a direct influence on government policy making and delivery?

- Q3: What might encourage you to consider an advisory role to government, for

example, as a social scientist on one of the government’s Scientific Advisory
Committees?

15:40: Summary and Close

e Sir John Beddington (Government Chief Scientific Adviser)
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Political Science

Nathaneal Bevan, National Policing
Improvement Authority

Paul Boyle, Economic and Social Research
Council

Nick Braisby, University of Winchester
Michael Bravo, University of Cambridge
Mary Brennan, University of Newcastle

Jennifer Brown, London School of Economics
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Mary James, British Educational Research
Association

Michelle Jobson, Government Economic and
Social Research Team
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and Political Science

Paul McCafferty, HM Revenue and Customs
Rachel McCloy, University of Reading

Sandra McNally, London School of Economics
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