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CREATIVE CARE DORSET –RESEARCH BRIEF

Deadline for proposals: Monday 13th August 2012

1. BACKGROUND
Creative Care Dorset is working in partnership with Arts and Health South West to build a more comprehensive overview of the arts and health activity taking place in Dorset.  Funding for this project comes from Arts Council England and Dorset County Council.  The information gathered from this research project will feed into a larger research project that is taking place across the South West as well as support the arts and health development work taking place in Dorset.

We are seeking an experienced and self motivated researcher with the skills to gather the information we seek efficiently as well as the ability to present the information generated in a user friendly manner.
Creative Care Dorset (CCDorset)
Mission:

Creative Care Dorset will develop improved communication and understanding between arts and health sectors in order to facilitate the

promotion and development of joint working, best practice arts and health

projects, initiatives and research and encourage others to value and include arts and health practice in policies and strategic plans.
The network recognises arts and health as:
• Creativity to enhance social relationships and thereby improve health.
• Engaging communities with health promotion, contributing to health

priorities and reducing health inequalities.
• Understanding and exploring your health through creativity.
• Supporting accessibility/ enjoyment of health services e.g. art in

hospitals, arts on prescription.
Specifically it will:
• Be a central point of information and good practice guidance for Arts

and Health practice in Dorset.
• Provide networking opportunities for Arts and Health partners.
• Advocate for Arts and Health practice and endeavour to raise the

profile of Arts and Health practice in Dorset whenever possible.
• Identify and publicise funding for good practice Arts and Health

projects, initiatives and research.
• Commission good practice Arts and Health projects, initiatives and

research whenever possible/ as appropriate.
• Overcome differences in infrastructure and capacity for delivery

between Health and Arts sectors and share learning with other practitioners.
Arts and Health South West (AHSW)
Statement of values:
We recognise there are many different approaches to arts and health work, and that there is a range of practice taking place both within and outside dedicated healthcare settings.
As a membership organisation Arts & Health South West is open to any individual or organisation with an interest in or actively engaged in arts and health activity. By signing up to membership of AHSW, individuals and organisations are aligning themselves with the core values of AHSW.

Members of Arts and Health South West believe:

· In the transformative power of the arts 

· In the value of creativity for enhancing people’s health and wellbeing 

· In the value of active creative collaboration between artists, health workers, patients and service users 

· In the importance of achieving the highest quality in every aspect of their work 

Members of Arts and Health South West believe that the benefits of the work can include:

· Enhancing people’s psychological, physical, social and spiritual well being 

· Developing creative organisations and opportunities for creativity in the workplace 

· Promoting health messages 

· Designing and enhancing healthcare environments 

· Helping people understand their health and health needs 

· Improving self-esteem, self-confidence and personal development 

· Enhancing social relationships, sensory awareness and physical dexterity 

· Improving communication between service users, arts practitioners and service providers 

· Improving staff and patient relationships and morale 

Arts and Health South West is committed to promoting models of good practice including the following:

· Striving for the highest quality in every aspect of their work 

· Valuing active creative collaboration between artists, health workers, patients and service users 

· Setting up inclusive frameworks for involvement in arts work, bearing in mind barriers to accessing the arts for some groups and individuals 

· Valuing cultural distinctiveness and cultural identity in its widest sense 

· Supporting the potential for individual and group progression 

· Exercising a duty of care regarding the impact a project may have on individuals, communities, and institutions 

· Developing informed, ethical and accountable practice 

· Contributing to the national evidence base for the effectiveness of arts and health 

· Maintaining an awareness of the strong and difficult emotions often experienced in healthcare settings and to working with these appropriately and only to the level of the individual practitioner's experience and training
2. Purpose of the research

In 2011, AHSW secured funding from Arts Council England to gather a range of information about arts and health across the South West.  In order to deliver this work effectively, AHSW requested that all sub-regions be responsible for generating this information in their own area, in order for it to feed into local sub-regional network plans.  CCDorset therefore have been allocated a proportion of the overall funding to deliver this and seek information that feeds into a local as well as regional perspective. 
Match funding for this project has been secured by Dorset Loves Arts collaboration group to enable growth and development for the sector.  Additional funds have also been contributed by Dorset Council Council, who are committed to ensuring that ‘Dorset leads the world in placing culture at the heart of quality of life.
Research aim

In order to support both local and regional requirements, we require the following:

1. Information about arts and health practitioners and projects taking place in Dorset, to map current activity.

· Arts and health activity and practitioners 
· Recent examples of good practice 

· Recent examples of research/evaluation 
· Examples of partnership working with health and/or VCO health and social care organisations

· Examples of commissioning of arts and health work 

2. Information about potential opportunities for arts and health activity.
· Directors of Public Health, Associate Director of Public Health 
· Commissioners in areas relevant to arts and health 
· Local health and wellbeing boards - any contacts / access /influence 

· Champions of arts and health in health and social care

· Key players within VCO health and social care
· GP leads in Clinical Commissioning Groups 

Research outcomes
This project requires the researcher to gather information then create a method in which to present the data in a user-friendly way.  The final product will be used to inform strategic decisions taken at a local, regional and potentially then at a national level. The final product will also be used by members of CCDorset to inform their work.
3. Budget

The budget for this work is £2500 inclusive of VAT and all other travel and office expenses.  It is expected that most of this work could be carried out online and via telephone.  The researcher will be given 6 weeks to complete the work on a freelance basis.
4. Proposals
If you would like to apply for this research brief then please send:

· CV and details of relevant experience.

· A short proposal of how you intend to complete the brief (no longer than 2 sides of A4)

· A brief breakdown of how the funding will spent e.g. number of days you will work, costs and expenses, any other staff costs e.g. admin support.
5. Contact details

Please send your proposals to:
Farrell Curran via f.curran@dorsetcc.gov.uk
Please also use this email address to direct any questions.  Please note that Farrell works on a part time basis so allow for a potential time delay when getting in touch.

The deadline for receiving proposals is: Monday 13th August 2012.
