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Does the EU influence your work?  For good or ill?  Let us know!
About the review

The Balance of Competences Review, launched by the Government last summer, is an opportunity for people from across the spectrum to have their say on what the EU means for the UK. The review is a coalition commitment to analyse where the EU helps and where it hampers. It will look at everything the EU does and how it affects the UK, from the environment to education to EU enlargement and more. To ensure this is an informed and objective analysis, experts and interest groups in the UK and Europe are invited to contribute. This is your chance to have a real input on the EU issues that matter to you. To have your say and for more information you can visit: https://www.gov.uk/review-of-the-balance-of-competences or join the debate on twitter #BOCReview   

The review is broken down into a number of individual reports covering specific areas of policy where the EU has powers.  
Research and Development 
The Department for Business, Innovation and Skills (BIS) is leading the review of competence in the area of ‘research and development’ which also covers aspects of space, and innovation.  The Call for Evidence is open until 6 August and is available at www.tinyurl.com/EU-BOC-Research 
The list of questions posed in the Call for Evidence is included overleaf.  
We are looking for input from anyone with relevant knowledge, expertise or experience in the fields of research, technological development, space and innovation.  We welcome contributions from individuals, companies, civil society organisations, think-tanks, governments and governmental bodies.  We welcome input from those within the UK or beyond our borders. 

We will be hosting two stakeholder events in London on 3 and 8 July. We aim to focus on research at the first event and on space at the second, with innovation covered at both events. 
For more information, or to register for a stakeholder event, please contact:
· balanceofcompetences@bis.gsi.gov.uk
· Verity Threlfell, 020 7215 8487

Wendy Simpson. 020 7215 1886 

· Research and Development Call for Evidence Questions
Impact on the national interest

1.  Where has EU action had a positive impact for the UK on research, technological development, innovation or space? What evidence is there for this?  Has EU action encouraged national action in any areas?

2.  Where has EU action had a negative impact for the UK in these fields? What evidence is there for this?  Has EU action prevented potentially useful national action in any areas?
3.  How, and where, has UK engagement with partner countries or international bodies, both within and outside the EU, been helped or hindered by EU involvement?

4.  What benefits or difficulties has the objective of a European research area (ERA) delivered for the UK?

5.  How has the EU sought to coordinate the policy instruments at its disposal across different policy areas to create an enabling environment for researchers and innovators?  How successful has this been?

Future opportunities and challenges

6.  What could the EU most helpfully do to promote scientific and technological progress and innovation (including in the space sector)?

    -  How could the EU use its existing competence differently to deliver more   in your area?

    - How might a greater or lesser degree of EU competence deliver more in your area? 

    - How could improvements to existing EU activities make them more effective and efficient?

7.  Where might future EU level action be detrimental to your work in this area?

8.  Where might action at national rather than EU level be more appropriate / effective?   

9.  How could EU and national policies and funding streams interact better?

10. What impact would any future enlargement of the EU have on this area of competence?

11. Are there any other points you wish to make which are not captured above?
