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BU ACORN Fund: Application Form 
Instructions
· Please read the current ACORN Fund policy document before completing the application form, including the definition of an ECR for the purposes of the ACORN Fund.

· Sections 1-6 and 9 must be completed by the Applicant. Section 3 requires a Gantt chart, or similar, which should be submitted with the completed application form. The format of the Gantt chart, or similar, is left to the discretion of the applicant. An example is given in the policy document.
· Section 7 is to be completed by the Deputy Dean Research & Professional Practice (DDRPP) or equivalent. The applicant is responsible for ensuring that this is completed and that sufficient time is allowed for this step.
· Both the applicant and the DDRPP must sign section 8.
· An electronic copy of the completed application (including the signatures) should be submitted to Research Development & Support (RDS). Applications must be submitted in Word, so that word counts can be easily checked. The application should also be submitted as a PDF with the signatures clearly visible. The Gantt chart, or similar, may be submitted in Word, Excel or as a PDF. 
· All applications should be sent to: ACORN@bournemouth.ac.uk
· The closing date for all applications is 30th October 2019, with the awards being confirmed to all applicants by w/c 9th December 2019, subject to the date the panel is convened in 2019. The research should commence on 2nd January 2020.
If you require any help with the form, please contact RDS on ext: 61300 or via ACORN@bournemouth.ac.uk
Please refer to guides to help you with the proposal writing process. 
An example includes - ESRC - https://esrc.ukri.org/funding/guidance-for-applicants/how-to-write-a-good-research-grant-proposal/

	Section 1 – Applicant details 

	Applicant’s name
	Faculty

	
	

	REF Unit of Assessment code
	

	When did you complete you PhD? 
	

	When does your contract end at BU (permanent or end date)?
	

	Early Career Researcher 

(see definition in the policy and section 7 of this form)
	Yes       No 
Yes, with career breaks Please provide details:


	Other BU academics who will be involved in this research as ECR Co-Investigators or other academics, as mentors (please add rows, if needed)

	Name
	Faculty
	ECR Co-I or Mentor

	
	
	

	Other non-BU persons who will be involved in this research (please add rows, if needed)

	Name
	Affiliation (e.g. company name)

	
	


	Section 2 – Proposal details

	Title of proposal
	

	Start date
	

	End date
	

	Total funds sought

(Max £5k)
	


	Section 3 – Case for Support

	Proposal outline (maximum 750 words) Please clearly state the overall aims, rationale/background, methods/approach1 and outcomes/deliverables of the project, leading to an application to a prestigious funder. Weighting x2, to be added when all scores are collated, prior to full panel review. 

	1 Your outline methods section needs to be sufficiently detailed to demonstrate it is robust and appropriate for the proposed project. Details can be worked out as the project moves forward but reviewers need to see that the approach is feasible, workable and appropriate.



	Pathways to Impact (maximum 250 words) – Activity should have a high likelihood of positive impact. Proposals should, therefore, contain robust indicators as to how this will be demonstrated. The potential for impact will be considered against the funds requested.

	


	References: Provide up to five publications that represent the ‘state of the art’ relevant to your research proposal:

	1. :

2. :

3. :

4. :

5. :


	Section 4 – Future Plans and Value for Money

	Future Plans (maximum 250 words) – Outline plans for future external grant applications. Activity should reference BU2025 and departmental or research centre plans, representing a good return to BU in terms of the investment made.

	


	Section 5  – Budget

	Breakdown of costs, up to a maximum of £5k, with indicative dates of expenditure. Please note than any unauthorised spend, including spend made over six months from the date of the award will be for the applicant’s faculty to resolve.

	Item or Activity 
Details
Cost
Total 


	All budget spend will be within six months of the award
	Yes        No   

	If the answer is no, please provide further information, such as the need to attend a conference outside the six months following the award.


	


	Section 6 – Previous applications to the ACORN Fund

	Have you applied to a previous round of the ACORN Fund?
	Yes        No 

	Have you held an ACORN Fund award previously?
	Yes        No 

	If yes, please provide a short summary of key research outcomes resulting from the previous award.

	


	Section 7  – To be completed by the Faculty DDRPP / equivalent 



	DDRPP  / equivalent name
	

	The applicant is an ECR and has completed their PhD: With reference to the ACORN Fund Policy 2019, an ECR, in this case, is defined as someone who started their research career on or after 1 August 2014 or has been employed in such a role for no more than six years. This is the point at which they held a contract of employment of 0.2 FTE or greater, which included a primary employment function of undertaking ‘research’ or ‘teaching and research’, with any HE or other organisation, whether in the UK or overseas.
The faculty signatory should alert the ACORN Funding Panel to any deviation from this definition where the applicant should still be defined as an ECR due to, for example, a career break due to home responsibilities or non-research employment contracts.


	Yes     
  No 

If no, please comment below:

	

	Assess the importance of this proposal to the research strategy of the Faculty including relevance to the REF submission (c. 350 words)

	

	By signing in section 9, below, the faculty signatory agrees to fund any spend which is above the sum requested by the applicant in section 5: Budget


	Section 8 – Application checklist
The applicant should confirm the following before faculty signature is obtained.

	The applicant has read the policy document.
	

	The applicant is eligible to apply.
	

	All sections in the application form comply with the instructions given, including the word count requirements.
	

	A Gantt Chart or similar is to be submitted as a PDF.
	

	The applicant intends to comply with the commitments (section 9 : ACORN Fund Policy, Sept. 2019) and is aware of the consequences of non-compliance.
	


	Section 9 – Signatures 
(applications are deemed incomplete if either signature is missing; electronic signatures are accepted, when email confirmation is provide by the DDRPP or equivalent)

	Applicant signature
	
	Date
	

	DDRPP signature
	
	Date
	


	Section 10 – Data Protection Statement

	In order to administer this award, Bournemouth University collects and processes personal information for purposes registered with the Information Commissioner under the University’s data protection registration. The University will hold all personal information securely, both in hard copy format and electronically, and under the requirements of the Data Protection Act 2018.
It is the RDS policy to publish a summary of awarded projects on the BU Research Blog.
Please tick this box if you do NOT consent to this. 
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